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.Bio-Bibliographical Institute will publish them in the series The Heritage of Najaf Libraries

Mr. AbU Ja'far Ahmad 'Ali al-Hilll started his project with cataloging the library of the late great Shiite
scholar Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq Bahr al 'Ulum. The late Bahr al-"Ulum was such a personality
that his disciple, the late Ayatollah Sheikh Agha Buzurg al-Tehrani's remark was that "he was an avid reader

.(of a vast range of books, so he came up with a precious library" (Al-Tehrani, Nugaba' al-Bashar, p. 886

Thanks God, recently, AbU Ja'far al-Hilli's swift efforts have found expression in finishing preparation of a
catalog of all the manuscripts of the library in question. It also includes a complete record of the works,
editions, and commen taries of the owner of the library, the late Ayatollah Bahr al-'Ulum in the present
volume. We are optimistic that Mr. AbU Ja'far al-Hilll will successfully finish cataloging the manuscripts

.housed at other Najaf libraries

Here we ought to offer thanks to Hojatoleslam Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Bahr al-"Ulum for his permission and
cooperation for cataloging the precious holdings of the above library whose curatorship rests with him. We

.are also appreciative of his efforts to write the Introduction to this volume

We should also express our gratitude to Mr. Abu Ja'far al-Hilll who took much toil and trouble to develop the
present book. Next to him, we thank other colleagues and friends at Shiite Bio-Bibliographical Institute who
contributed to the improvement of the present work, namely, Hujatoleslam Sayyid Muhammad Reza al-
Husayni al-Jalali, Hujatoleslam Sheikh Kazim Mahmoudi, and Sheikh Muhammad-Reza Khoddamiyan.
May all of them receive from God the rewards for their efforts. Amen. "Their prayers in them will be, ‘Glory
be to You, God!' their greeting, 'Peace,” and the last part of their prayer, Praise be to God, Lord of the

.(Worlds." (The Holy Quran, Sura Yunus/Jonah [10]: 10

Reza Mokhtari

,Director and Founder

Shiite Bio-Bibliographical Institute

Qum
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In the Name of Allah, the All-Beneficent, the All-Merciful

Private and public libraries in some Muslim countries abound with Shiite ulema's manuscripts. These are
copies of the books for which their authors endured much hardship and trouble, yet they have done their
utmost and did whatever they could perform. The theme of the manuscripts, their discovery, introduction,
and cataloging all make up just the first step for dissemination of the Shiite heritage, and proclaiming the

.scholarly stance of the ulema of this rightful denomination

Concerning the significant role of the cataloging project in introducing the manuscripts of our prominent
ulema, it is not altogether devoid of other benefits which these manuscripts contain in their first or final
folios and what is enclosed between the two book covers. These benefits concern ample observations,
scholarly notes, historical hints that can play a very important role in perfection of our cognizance of the
works of those dignitaries, and the reality of the conditions that they have passed through in their graceful
lives. This is one of the important points that manuscript catalogers must consider so that they will pay rapt

.attention while carrying out their cataloging project
without saying that not embarking on preparing an exhaustive directory of the manuscripts It goes

available in private and public libraries, followed by cataloging them, will result in a gulf in front of gaining
detailed knowledge of what has been lost from among the works of Shiite ulema throughout history. Rather,
it prevents us from reaching a record, however approximate, of the exegetical hadiths, figh, moral, or

.theological works of such ulema

It follows that taking the initial and fundamental step in this regard finds expression in preparing a catalog of
the manuscripts. It leads to gaining an appreciation and detailed information concerning the lives and

.contributions of the Shiite ulema, a history of their expertise and whatever associated with them

Shiite Bio-Bibliographical Institute that intends to introduce the Shiite ulema and their works has rightly
taken up this project. Hence, it has appealed to the right people and their capabilities, although it demands
fulfilling its preparatory phases for the Institute. Meanwhile, its main and fundamental project concerns two
broad mainstreams: 1) Compendium of the History of Shiite Heritage, and 2) Compendium of Shiite
Dignitaries. Nevertheless, failure to carry out the above preparatory projects will cause trouble for them and

.will hinder reaching the intended goals

It follows that on the basis of the above roadmap, Shiite Bio-Bibliographical Institute has entrusted Mr. AbU

Ja'far Ahmad ‘All al-Hilll to catalog the holdings of the less-prominent (hence uncataloged) libraries in



Najaf; Shiite
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