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Abstract

Yazeed bin Mas'ood is one of the noblemen of Basra who 

have received Imam Hussain's letters brought by Sulaiman 

abu Razeen, one of his supporters.  Sulaiman was later on 

killed by Ubaydellah bin Ziyad as a result of that. The letter 

was sent by Imam Hussain while staying in Mecca to Basra 

dignitaries calling them to support him. The man's response 

to Imam Hussain's call has been highly appreciated. He 

has talked directly to a number of Basra tribes including 

Bani Tameem, Bani Handhala, Bani Sa'ad, and Bani Aamer. 

Influenced by his address, they responded positively to his 

call due to his enthusiasm and bravery in supporting right 

and combating oppression and despotism. 

    Yazeed bin Mas'ood has already responded well 

and understood the letter sent by Imam Ali (PBUH). That 

letter included a highly meaningful and semantically deep 



discourse, though it was brief as a text. He chose to follow 

the right path and kept himself away from aberration. 

He adopted the same attitude in his response to Imam 

Hussain's letter.

    This paper is an attempt to study the content of bin 

Mas'ood's address highlighting its semantic features and 

eloquence. He used a highly effective  style to mobilize his 

people to stand by Imam Hussain. With his well-spoken 

address he could attract the attention of his tribesmen. The 

text of the address is, no doubt, a fine artistic piece filled 

with rich language. It has also rhetorical and communicative 

features that make it a successful means of persuation.
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